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Measure type description for HELCOM SOM Waterbirds effectiveness of measures survey 
In the third column, “Examples of included measures”, examples of both concrete existing measures and hypothetical measures are included. Existing 

measures are preceded by their scale of implementation, i.e. “Global:”, “EU”, “HELCOM:”, or individual countries e.g. “PL:”. Hypothetical measures lack this 

additional text.  

Pressure Measure type Examples of included measures 

Waterbird bycatch Implement fisheries 
management measures in MPAs 
 

EU Bird Bycatch Action Plan: Implement fisheries management measures to protect seabirds in 
designated SPAs under the Birds Directive and in other MPAs. 

Waterbird bycatch Reduce bycatch of waterbirds 
by modifications of fishing gears 

EU Bird Bycatch Action Plan: Implement mitigation measures applicable in static net fisheries 
where incidental catches of seabirds are well-documented. 

Waterbird bycatch Reduce fishing effort with 
gillnets or other gears causing 
bycatch of waterbirds  

EU Bird Bycatch Action Plan: Implement mitigation measures applicable in static net fisheries 
where incidental catches of seabirds are well-documented. 

Intentional killing of 
waterbirds 

International single species 
action plan 
 

Development of a Single Species Action Plan through e.g. AEWA 

Intentional killing of 
waterbirds 

Increased hunting restrictions AEWA: Parties shall cooperate to ensure that their hunting legislation implements the principle of 
sustainable use as envisaged in this Action Plan, taking into account the full geographical range of 
the waterbird populations concerned and their life history characteristics. 

Waterbird 
disturbance: other 

Environmentally sound lighting 
of offshore installations 

Germany: Development and application of environmentally sound lighting of offshore 
installations 

Waterbird 
disturbance: other 

MSP considers migratory 
patterns and other sensitive 
areas 

Finland: Include marine protected areas conservation objectives in maritime spatial plans 
Germany: Review and update of information on migratory routes and update maritime spatial 
plans accordingly 

Waterbird 
disturbance: other 

Seasonal or real time (e.g. radar 
based) closures of wind farms 

Finland: Radar based bird tracking at Pori windfarm. 
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Pressure Measure type Examples of included measures 

Waterbird 
disturbance or 
displacement by 
human presence 

New or expanded marine 
protected areas 

HELCOM: Review whether new coastal and marine areas justify being selected as HELCOM MPAs, 
and to designate new sites as HELCOM MPAs where ecologically meaningful 
SWEDEN: Establish new marine protected areas with an adequate geographical scope, and 
including appropriate management measures in order for the new areas to help reaching GES 

Waterbird 
disturbance or 
displacement by 
human presence 

Strengthen protection in 
existing marine protected areas 

HELCOM: develop and apply management plans or measures for all existing HELCOM MPAs, and 
establish management plans or measures for every new MPA within five years after designation 
GERMANY: Ensuring that threatened species/habitat types are given adequate consideration in 
the event of interventions and in approval processes in protected areas 

Waterbird 
disturbance or 
displacement by 
human presence 

Full implementation of the EU 
Maritime Spatial Planning 
Framework Directive 

EU: Member states shall establish and implement marine spatial planning…taking into account 
environmental aspects 

Waterbird 
disturbance or 
displacement by 
human presence 

Strengthened coastal strip 
management 

HELCOM: a generally protected coastal strip be established outside urban areas and existing 
settlements, extending at least 100 to 300 meters from the mean water line landwards and 
seawards 
GERMANY: Integrated coastal zone management 

Waterbird 
disturbance or 
displacement by 
human presence 

Measures targeting protection 
of threatened habitats and 
biotopes 

HELCOM: Ensure that HELCOM MPAs provide specific protection to those species, habitats, 
biotopes and biotope complexes included in the HELCOM Red Lists 
GERMANY: Including the consideration of key ecosystem species and habitat types in protected 
area regulations 

 


